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Cuba is much more than cigars, classic automobiles, and Castro. This remarkable nation has had a

long history of relations with larger political powers that were drawn to the island because of its

valuable resources and strategic location. Ties between Cuba and the United States have been

strong since the mid-nineteenth century, and the theme of U.S. dominance over the island and its

people is a primary historical perspective. Cuba's history is told in eight chronological chapters, from

its earliest days as a Spanish colony, through its wars for independence and the U.S. occupation in

the twentieth century to Batista, the Cold War, and the so-called "Special Period," when Cuba faced

the crisis of the downfall of the Soviet Union. With special emphasis on the twentieth century, the

Castro era, and U.S.-Cuba relations, this is the most accessible and current history of Cuba

available.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“Staten has accomplished much with this book. He has successfully condensed Cuba's

convoluted past and present into a concise, readable history that still retains sufficient detail to be

intellectually useful. His insight into the respective motivations of both Cuban and U.S. actors is

especially poignant. This book is highly recommended for anyone seeking to understand the most

misunderstood country in the Americas and its love-hate relationship with the United

States.Ã¢â‚¬Â• Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Robert C. Harding, Lynchburg College

Clifford L. Staten is professor of political science at Indiana University. He is a noted authority on



Cuba, and has written many journal and magazine articles on Cuban history, culture, and politics as

well as contributing to travel guides.

Read this before heading to Cuba last year before it opened up to more tourists. It was helpful to

review the past history, even though I had lived the revolution in the United States and remember it

happening. I just didn't remember the sequence of events and this was a good review and

background. I am sure more people will be going to Cuba now and this little primer is helpful to

make what you see there mean more.

good read if you are interested in the historical part of Cuba...especially pertinent and timely as a

result of the easing of the crippling sanctions imposed by the US

Good background review of Cuban history, though a little too heavy on micro-details. Still, very

useful introduction in preparation for further study.

I am a Cuban American who came to the US in 1962 at a very young age, and with little knowledge

about the history of my native country. I found this book very interesting and educating. I also found

it sad.

I love this book. With 123 pages it obviously is not an in-depth study, but to fit all that history into a

compact book was a perfect reference for my trip to Cuba.

A descent read but a bit too many details. I was hoping for a more generalized history. No fault of

the author.

good read

none
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